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&4 hie pléaded, with the subtlest dou-
Ble meaning,
i hy should you wound me?" she
aked plalntively. “You have no right
[% treat the throne I occupy as a sub-
dect for pranks and indignities. I ais
uot belidve you could be wp—rforgetul,”
‘There was a proud and witiful resent-
ment in her volce that brought him to
Bis senses at once. He had defiled her
throre. ‘In shame and humillation he
aried:
“I am a fool, an Ingrate! You have
Been too gentle with me. For this
, @espleable; et of mine I cannot ask
.. pardon, and it would be beneath you to
" gvant 1. I have hurt you, and I can
‘méver atone, X forgot how sacred is
wour threne. : Let me depart in dls-
grace,” '\ﬂﬂ #toed erect as it to forsale
the ¢ “Be had stalned, but she,
owayed 3y /a cotiplete reversal of fool.
?l'.tMi"imtms? touehed hin

i, ...
“Brapl! ¢
ahall Mride

1 my throne, after all. I
£ 4 it, as' well an the sin, with
wou. @Mt down again, I beg of you.
Wor a betet spoil 1 would rule bealde a
i g8 Gt 20 be & king, but who 1
g FRtoK. . There can be no hatm,
_._Pf:_phl

K Ml be the wiser for thio
sentimental dopdrture from froyal cus-
(Ml We age children anyhow, mere
é‘mﬁ‘r

¥ With '§h ‘eXclamation ofdelight he re;

#omed ‘his" position beside her. Hia!

“I—ach, to save you, stupid|”

“How did you explain the—the”— He
hesitated generously.

“I told him that I had not been—that
I bhad not been”—

“Bay 1t

“That T had not been—oflended!” she
gasped, standing stff and straight,
with eyes glued upon the obedient
guard,

“You were not?”’ he rapturously crled,

“1 sald 1t enly to save your life!" she
crled, turning flercely upon him. *I
shall never forgive you—never! You
must go—you must lenve bere at oucel
Do you hear? I cannet bave you near
me now; I cannot see you agaln. What
bhave I gilven you the right te say of
me '

“Stop! It s a8 sacred ns"—

“Yes, yos; I understand! I truat you,
but you must go! Find somo excuse
to give your frlend and go today! Ge
now{" phe cried inteneely, first putting
hor bands to her temples, then to her
oyes.

Without walting to hear his remeon-
strance, if Indesed ho had tho wer to
utter one, she glided swiftly toward
{he curtalns, allowing him to follow at
his will. Dazed and crushed at the
sudden ond to everything, he dragged
his footateps after. At the door she
gpoke in low, Imperative tonea to the
motionless Allode, who dropped to his
knees and muttered a reverential re-
spouse. As Lorry passed benenth the
hand that held the curtain aside he
glanced at the face of the man who
had been witness to thelr weakness,
llo was looking straight ahead, and
from his expresalon it could not have
heen detected that ho knew there was
a4 man on earth save blmself. In the
hall she turned to him, her face cold
and pale.

“Il have faithful guards about me
now. Allode has sald he dld not gee
you In the throneroom. He w')] dle
before he will say otherw Je,”* ghe
aald, her lips trembling Wiy ghame,
“By your comgp_nd'}"-“

“By my_xeqiiest.. I do not command

“;%E@Si to lle.”
" 8lde by slde they passed down the

qulet hall, sllent, thoughtful, the strain
of death upon thelr hearts.

*“i sball obey the only command you
have given, then., This day I leave the
castle. You will let me come agnin—to
#¢o you? There can be no harm’—

“No! You must leave Graustark at
once!” she Interrupted, the tones low.

“I refuse to go! I shall remain In

frembled as he took up hers to
#Playlng with five,”” he murmured, this

Sngrate, this £ool!
Sho allowed her hand to lle limply in
fiis, her head sinking to the back of the
ahai®  WWhen her hand was near his
teverish lips, cool and white and trust-
fing, he checked the upward progress,

Blowly he raised his eyes to study ber !

fare, inding that hers were closed, the
semblance of a smile touching her lips
ay i€ they were In & happy dream.

Dive lips! The lipsl The lips! The
madness of love rushed into his heart;
dbe oxpectant ‘hand was forgotten; his
every hope and every desire measured
iteeHY mgainst his dlscretion as he look-
ad 'upon: the tempting face. Could he
fiisg: thoge lips but once his life would
Bé complete,

With a start she opened her eves,
doubtiess at the command of the muas-
terful ones above, The eyes of blue
mat the eyes of gray in a short, sharp
struggle, and the blue went down in
surrender;.  ELis lips triumphed slowly,
d¥nswing etoser and closer as if restraln-
ed' and fmpelled by the same emotion—
arrogant love,

“Open your eyes, darling,” he whis-
Yéred, and she obeyed. Then their lipy
met—her first kiss of love!

She trembled from head to foot, per-
féctly powerless beneath the spell
Agaity ke kissed a princess on her
tlirone: At this second kiss her eyes
grew. wide with terror, and she sprang
Prom-Iiis:side, standing before Nim like
griabbreft of reason.

“40h, my God! What have you done?”
ghe wailed. ¥le staggered to his feet,

dizzy with joy.

1
Apral” erled a graff voice from (he

dvorway, and the guilty ones whirled
to loolk upon the witness to their bliss-
ful erime. Inside the curining, with
agrbine leveled at the head of the

Amerlean, stood Allode, the guard, his |

face distorted with rage. The princess
sereamed and leaped between Jorry
and the threatening carbine,
4iAllodel” she erled in frantie tervor.
Tle angrily ervied out something in his
native tongue and she Dbreathlessly,
‘gaploringly replied. Lorry did not un-
devstand thelr svords, but he knew that
' ghe had saved him from death at the
Bynd of her loyal, erring guard. Al-
jede lowered bis gun, bowed low and
© #arned hig baek upon the throne.
“1fe—he wWould have killed you,” she
g2l tremulously, her face the pleture
Cgff combined agony and rvelief, She re-
mmembered  the blighting  kisses and
Afuerr thie nverted disaster. '
“¥ou-—what did you say to him?” he

/.'

a0 ,E'G was to—was to

L .~t\’.‘:’, .i‘
v : ? L1} *.
6%& ‘hutiawhy ' he persiat-

B

it to his llps. “We are children— '

Idelwelss, near you, just so long as 1
foel that I may be of service to you.”
“I cannot drlve you out as I would a
thief,” she sald pointedly.
At the top of the broad stanircase he
held out his hand and murmured:

' “Goodby, your highness.”

“Goodby,” she sald simply, placing
her hand in his after a moment’s hesi-
tation. Then she left hiud,

An hour luter the two Americans,
one strangely subdued, the other curl-
ous, execited and Impatient, stood be-
fore the castle walting for the carriage.
Count Halfont was with them, begging
them to remaln, as he could see no ren-
aon for the sudden leavetaking. Lorry
assured him that they had trespassed
long cnough on the court’s hospitality
and that he would feel much more com-
fortable at the hotel. Angulsh looked
Inurrowly ut his friend’s foace, but snid
{ nothiag, Ile was beginning to under
sfnud, ,

“Let us walk to the gates. The eount
will oblige us by instrueting the conch-
man to follow,” sald Lorry, eager to be

“Allow me to join you in the walk,
gentlomen,” sald Count Caspar, imme-
dintely instructing a lackey to send the
carringe after them, Ie and Lorry
walked on together, Anguish lingering

y bebind, Laving caught sight of the
Countess Dagmar. That eharming and
unconventionnl  piece  of  nobility

promptly followed the prime minister's
example and escorted the remaining
guest to the gate,

IFFar down the walk Lorry turned for
a Inst glance nt the eastle from which
love had banished him.  Yetive was
stnndineg on the Daleony, looking not at
the monastery, but at the exile,

She remanined there lone after the
carriage had passed her gates bearing
the Amerlenns swittly over the white
Caslle avenue, and there were tears in

her eyes,
Eﬁ demand a full explanation of
his friend.  'There was cnough
natural wit in hig merry head to see
that in conmection with theiv departure
there was something that would not
andmdt of discussion even by conliden-
finl friends, Ile shrewdly formoed his
own conclugions and held his peace.
Nor did he betray surprise when Lor-
vy informed him in answer to 0 ques-
tios that he intended to remaln in

CITAPTER XV,

THE RETROTINATL.
ARIY Anguish wns n disereet,
Forbearing fellow. e did not

if he preferred to return to Parvis,

mar told him she would always

And so it was that they tarrled to-
gether.
Lovry loitered nlmlessly, raoodily,

Lidelhwelss for some thme, adding that
he could not expeet him to do likewise
But
My, Anguish preferved to remain in
1delwelss, Had not the Countess Dag-
he
happy to see him at the enstle, nnd had
he any reason to renounce its walls?

about the town, spending gloomy duys
and wretched nights. He reasoned
that it were wisdom to fly, but a force
stronger than rerson beld him in Kdel-
welss. e ventured several thmes to
the castle wall, but turned back reso-
lutely, There was hope Infhis breast
that she might senqd for him. 'I‘hel;e
wns at least the possibilfty of scelng
her should she ride through the streets,
Angulsh, on the other hand, visited the
cnstle daily, He spent hours with the
pretty countess, undismayed by the
noble moths that fluttered about her
flame, and he was ever persistent,
Hght bearted and gay. He brought to
Lorry’s cars all that he could lenrn of
the prinecess, Several tlmes he had
seen her and had spoken with her. She
Inquired casually after the henlth of
his friemd, but nothing more. From
the countess he ascertained that ber
highness was sleeplng soundly, cating
heartily and apparvently enjoying the
best of spirits, Information decidedly
irritating to the one who received It
gecond hand,

They had been at the hotel for over n
week when one afternoon Anguish
rushed Iufo the room out of breath and
#earcely able to control his excltement.

“What's up?' crled Lorry. “Haos the
eeuntess sncked you?”

“Not on your coin! But something Is

8p, and I am Its discoverer. You re-
member whot you sald about suspect-
Ing Prince Gabrlel of belng the chief
| #scal in the abduction job? Well, my
boy, I am now willing to atake my life
that he is the man.” The news bearor
st down on.tbo edge. of the bed and
drow the flret long breath he had had
Ia a long time.

- "Why do you think so?' demanded
the other, all interest.

" “Hoard him talking just now. 1
dldn't know who the fellow was at
first, but he was talking to some
strange looking soldiers as I passed.
A8 poon ns 1 heawrd his volce 1 knew he
wae Michnel. There Isn't any question
about If, Lorcy. I am positive. Ho did
not observe me, but I suppoad by this
time he has learned that Ails little job
was frusirated by twty!ﬁmar:cuns who
heard the. plot- .noag the castle gates.
He has nerve to

afnd able te'resent any accusation with
u show of force. Where Is he now?”
“Lleft him there. Come on. We'll go
dofvn, nnd you can see for yourself.”

/" They hurried to the corrldor, which
wias swarming with men in strange
uniforms, There were a few Grau-
stark officers, but the majority of the
buzzing conversationalists were dressed
In a rieh gray uniform.

“Who are these strangers?’ asked
Lorry.

“OL, 1 forgot to tell you. Prince Lo-
renz is also here, and these gray fel-
lows are a part of his retinue. Lorenz
has gone on to the castle, What's the
matter?' Lorry bad turned pale and
was reaching for the wall with un-
steady hand,

“He hos come for his answer,”
sald slowly, painfully, '
“That's right. 1 hadn’t thought of
that. I hope she turns him down. But
there’s Gabrlel over yonder, See those
thres fellows In blue? The middle one
I8 the prince.”

Near the door leading to the plazza
stood several men, gray and blue. The
man designated as Gabriel wus In the
center, talking gayly. and somewhat
londly, putling nt a cigarette between
sentences. . He was not tall, but he
wis strongly and compactly bullt, ¥His
hair and cropped beard were as black
as conl, his eyes wide, blaeck and lined.
It was n pleasure worn face, nnd Lorry
shuddered ns he thought of the prin-
cess in the power of this evil looking

e

wreteh,  They leisurcely made thelr
way to o spot near the tnlkers. ‘There-
wis no mistaking the volce.  Prince

Galriel and Michael were one and the
saae beyond all doubt.  But how to
prove it to the satisfaction of olhers?
Skeptleism would follow any attempt
o troclidm the prince guilty beeanse
Lis volee sounded 1ike that of the chief
cor-pirator. In o matter where whole
natens woere  conceerncd  the gravest
Impertanee would be attachied to the
acensation of a ruler, Satisfying them-
selves ns to the Wentity of that pe-
eitlizr voice, the friends passed throuzh
to the pinszn,

“What's to e done " asked Anguish,
boil:ize over with oxcitement,
CUeomust o to Baron Diangloss, tell
him  of our positive discovery, and
then consull Count nlfont.”

“Aud her voyal bighness, of conrse.”

“Yoos, T sunpose so," said Lovry, ek
Ing the ashes from his cloar with a
fingey that was now steady,  Tle was
servitge the princess neqain,

Tiey burvied (o (e tower and Were
sonir in the presence ol (he fjoree little
cliler of police.  Lovey il el many
hous with Dangloss of late, o |]|[-:\‘
hod hecome friends, 11 evim old fnee
Llanehed peveeptibly  as e benrd the
nssergions of the youne moen, e shook
his bend despairinely,

“It may be as yvon say, pentlemen,
bul I am afeaid we ean (o nothing,
To ehuarge a prince with sueh noerime
and on such evidenes waonld e -
ness, I oam ol your bhelief, however,
Prinee Gabriel is the man | have sUs-
peeted. Now T am eonvinew!,  Before
we ean do anything in sueh n Lrave:
matter it will be necessary (o consnlt
the princess and hor ministers,  In
case we conclude to necuse the Prince
of Dawshergen it must be af{er carcefal
and judicious thought, There are many
things to consider, gentlemen,  IPor my
part, T would be overjoyed to selze the
villain and to serve hinkas we did his
tools, but my hamds are ied, you see,
I would suggest that yoh go nt onece
to the princess and Count Thalfont, tell
them of your suspicions'— N

“Not suspiclong, my Jord—f:
terrupted Anguish,

"Well, then, facts, nnd ascor
they-foel about taking up a pr
that may mean war,” Moy
conie at once to me with {he

\
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Agents at every rallroad station; call on them,
home office for information.

jerson Phospete and 0 Company
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FOLGER, THORNLEY &.€O., Agents, Pickens, S. C. '

youjshould continue so to do, but if you are not, you should lose no

time in changing your brand and coming into the fold with the most
successful J)lantcrs and use these goods.

the railroads very badly congested and
» 50 you should haul your fertilizers
as you will not have to pay for them any

or write to the

ot I8 possible that they will call for n
cousultation with the minlsters, nobles
and high officers. Still, I fear they will
be unwilling to rlsk much on the rath-
er flimsy proof you can give. Gabrilel
is powerful, and we do not seek a war
with him. There is another foe for
whom we are quietly whetting our
swords.” The significant remark caused
both listeness to prick up their ears
But he disappointed thelr curiosity,
and they were left to speculate as to
whom the other foe might be. Did he
mean that Graustark was secretly, gly-
ly, making ready to reslst, treaty or no
treaty 2

It required prolonged urging on the
part of Angulsh to persuade Lorry to
accompany him to the castle, hut, when
once determined to go before tho prin-
cess with their tale, he was eager, im-
patient, to cross the distance that lay
between the hotel and the forbidden
grounds. They walked rapidly down
Castle’ avenue and were soon at the
gates. The guard knew them, and they
were admitted without a word. As
they hurried; throngh the park they
saw many strange men In gray, gaudy
uniforms, and It oceurred to Lorry
that their visit, no matter how great
its Ilmportance, was 1l timed. Prince
Tworenz was holding the center of the
singe.

Angulsh, with his customary imput-
siveness, overruled Lorry's objections,
and trey proceeded toward ithe en-
trance. Phe guards of the princess sn-
lated protoundly, while the minions of
Lorenz stired with il bred avonder
upon thege two tall men from another
world. 1t'could be seen that the castle
wias  astiv with  excitement, subdued
and pregnant with thriving hopes and
rears, I'he nobility of Graustark was

there, The visitors of Axphain were be-
Ing entertained.

At the caslle doors the two men met
thelr frat obstacle, but they bhad an-
ticipated Its presence,. Two guards |
halted them pevemplovily. i
“We must sece her voyal highness,' |
sald Angulsh, but the men conld net
understand him. They stoleally stood
their ground, shaking thelr hends.

“Let us find some one who can un-

deratand us,” advised Lorry, and in a
few moments they presented them-
selves before the guards, accompaniced
by a young nobleman with whom they
had acquaintance. e sneceeded o ad-
vancing them to the reception hall in-
slde the doors and found for them a
servant who would carry n messnge to
the princess i it were possible to gnin
her presence, ‘I'he nobleman  doubted
very much, however, If the rissive
hastily written by Lorry could find its
wiay to her, as she had never been o
oceupicd as novy.,
Lorry in his briet note prayed for a
short audience for himsell and Mr. An-
guish, reguesting that Count Halfont
be pregent. ITe ihformed her that his
miggion was of the most imperntive na-
tuke and that it related to a discovory
u_uli'ln concerning the prince who haud
tried to aliduet her, In conclusion he
wrote that DBaron Dangloss had re-
quired him to Iny certain facts before
her and that he had come with no in-
tentlon to annoy her,

While they sat in the walting room
they saw through the glass doors doz
eng of riehly attired men and women In
the hall beyond, They were conversing
animatedly, Graustark men and wom-
cu with dejected faces, Axphainians
with exultation glowing in_ every
glance. Lorry's heart sank within him,
It scemed hours before the servant re-
turned to LIA them follow him. Then
his Dblood leapett madly through velns
that hnd been chilled and lifeless, e

was to see her agoin. :

Their gulde conducted them

to al

=X =L ok

small anteroom, where he left them., A
few moments later the door opened,
and there swept quickly lnto the room
the Countess Dagmar, not the princess.
Heor face wad drawn with the trouble
and sorrow she was tryilng so bard to
conceal. Both men were on their feet
in an instant, advancing to meet her.

“The princess? Is she 1117 demand-
ed Lorry.

“Not il1, but mad, I fear,” answored
she, giving a hand to each. “Mr. Lor
ry, she blds me pay to you that she
cannot sve you. Bhe appreclates the
importance of your mission and thanks
you for the interest you bave taken.
Algo she authorizes me to agsure von
that nothing can bv des :
garding the business
come."”

“She refuses to see v its alo
ly, his face whiter than

“Nay; shie begs tha
ber. Her highness 18 . ot
distressed today, and, W
dure «ll that {8 happ - '
parently ecalm. and
who know her so 1
straln benoath.”

“Surely she must see the urgency of
qulek action In this matter of ours!”
cried Angulsh half angrily, “We arve
not doga to be kicked out of the castle.
We have a right to be treated falrly"—

“We cannot censure the princeas,
Harry.” sald Lorry ealmly., “We have
come beeanuse we would befrlend her,
and she gees fit to reject our good of-
liees, There is but one thing left for us
to do—depart as we came.”

“But 1 don't like it a
srowled the other.

“If you only knew, Mr. Anguish, you
wonld not be so harsh and unjust,” re-
monstrated the lady warmly., Turning
to Lorry, she said, Sbhe asked me to
hand you this, and to bidl you retain It
18 0 token of her undying esteem."

She handed him a small, exquisite
miniature of the princess ramed in
gold inlaid with rubles. He took It
dumbly {u his fingers, but dared not

SRS TR

little Dbit,"

 look at the portrait it contalned. With

whiat might have seemed disrespect he
dropped the treasure into his cont
pocket.

“Pell hier I shall always retain it as a
token of her esteem,” he sgald., “And
now may I ask whether she handed my
note to her uncle, the count?” :

The e¢ountess blushed in a most un-
accountnble manner,

“Not while T was with her,” she said,
recovering the presence of mind she
apparenily had lost,

“She destroyed it, I presume,” said
he, lnughing harshly.

“1 gnw her place it in her bosom, sir,

and with the vight hand,” eried the |
countess as I betraying a state seeret,

“In her— You are telling me the
truth 7" eried he, his face lighting up.

“Now, soe here, Lovry, don't begin to
question the countess’ word, 1 \\'{;.n'i'
stand  for thal,” interposed Aungul
good humoredly,

“I should be more than base to 8
falsely that she had done anything
absurd,” said the countess indignanti

“Where I3 she now " asked Lorry:

“In her boudoir. The Prince Lorcens
{g with her—alone,”

“What!” he erled, jealousy darting
into his existence. Ile had never known
jealousy before.

“They are betrothed,” sald she, with
an effort. There wag a dend sllence,
broken by Torry's deep groin as he
tuened and walked blindly to the oppo-
site side of the room. ITe stopped in
front of a huge painting and stured at
it, but did not see a line or a tint,

“You don’t mean to say she has ac-
copted? half whispered Angulsh,

“Nothing less.”

SO0 o) pB_CONTINUED, |

and

_Quinay, Sprains and Swelling Cured,

“In Novembey, 1901, I oaught oold
and had the quinsy. My throat was
awollen so I conld bardly breathe, I
applied Chamberlnin’s Pain Balm and it
gave me reliof in a short time. In two
days I was all right,” says Mre, I,
Cousing, Otterburn, Mich. Chamber.
Iain’s Puin Balm is a liniment and is
espeoially valuable for apraine and swel.
lin a For wale by Piockens Drug Co,

$10 REWARD—I will puy the above
reward for the copture and dalivery to
ma of Clarence Agnow, thirteen years of
sge and giuger cake color.
John W ¥ 7 - -
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CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

The Kind You Have Always Bought
Bears the / z ! g

Signature of
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HOLLISTER'S

Rocky Hountain Tea Nuggets
& Busy Medicine for Busy People,
Brings Golden Health and Renewed Vigor

A specifie for Constipation, Indlgestion, Tiver
and Kidney tronbles, Pimples, Kozema, Impure
Blood, Bad Breath, Slusmlnh Bowels, Hendnche.
#nd Hackache. Its Kocky Mountain Tea in tab-
ot form, 35 cents. p box. Genuine mads by
HOoLLIBTER DRUG COMPANY, Madison, Wis,

GOLDEN NUGGETS ﬂ)l’l SALLOW PEOPLE

[KILL v COUGH
Hano CURE vHE LUNGS

" Dr. King's
New Discovery

ONSUMPTION  Price
FOR { ovsHsand  6oc &$1.00
" §goLos

Freo Trlal..
i Burest and Quickent Cure for all
| THROAT and LUNG TROUB-
| LIS, or MONEY BACIK.
IO ﬂvmm.mﬁmmamﬁwxiwmv

CHANLESTON & WESTIIRN CAROLINA
RAILWAY,

Arrival and Deparvure of "U'ralng, Greene
ville, 5. C. Effective Apadl 11, 1906,
DEFARTURES;

G:30a m, No, 48 daily except Sunday, for Liu-

ress wnd dIntermedinte stutions, arfife at
Foovvrons 9000 00 m V

UL Wbl e iy ikt b iy e dinks
burg $:30 p,om, Greonwood 2340 pmp m
Augnustn 525 p,om,

4340 pm, No. 36 Dadly exeept Sunday, for Lau-
rens and intermediate statlons,  Arilve At -
Lavrens 610,

ANKIVALS

10:20 wm, No. 87, daily excopt Sunday from
Laurenstind Intermedinto stntlons.

00 pomy Noo B85, dally except Sunday, from
murensand intermedinte stations,

3025 pm, No, a2, dnily from Charleston Sumlter,
Columbin, Newborry, Clhniton, sSpartapbnrg,
Augusta, Greenwooll Laurens, elo.

“P'rains No. B2 and 53 run through betweon
Charleston without change
Jo W. Ligon, Agt,  Geo.'!', Biryan Gen, Agtl.
GREENVILLE, 5, Q.

Ernest Willlnms, G, 1,4,.
R, M, Brand, Traf, Man, Augusta Uf




